to satisfy the needs of white supremacy, state-by-state segregationist provisions-Jim Crow laws-were adopted by southern and southwestern states and the District of Columbia, beginning in 1875 with the state of Tennessee and continuing through 1916 with legislation enacted by Washington, D.C. (Bergman, 655; Franklin, 342, These laws specified the racial segregation of particular facilities such as railroad coaches and other public transportation, schools, theaters, restaurants, parks, and more. In addition, the same states usually had laws designating intermarriage as a criminal offense.
On the flip side, the first federal Civil Rights Act was also legislated in 1875 but was repealed as an unconstitutional violation of states' rights in 1883, initiating an onslaught of abuse against African Americans that ranged from an officially sanctioned closed door policy in housing, education, employment, and leisure life to the horror of lynchings. By the twentieth century a complicated state-by-state process began in which civil rights laws were passed, mainly in northern states, with extensions or modifications added to them in later years. For example, the state of New York passed a new civil rights law in 1918 that was to extend "the equal accommodations privileges of earlier acts to include every conceivable type of public business, skating rinks, billiard parlors, bowling alleys, icecream parlors, etc." (Bergman, 387) Yet, discrimination continued in New York and other northern states, although it was not as drastic, violent, or severe as its southern counterpart. As late as 1935 the state of Pennsylvania passed a bill "prohibiting, under penalty, discrimination in a place of public accommodation against any person because of race, color, or creed." (Martin, 341) But bassist John Williams recalls that the letter of the law in accommodating African Americans was bent by simple tactics such as raising prices to discourage black patronage. A hot dog costing fifteen cents for whites could cost a quarter for blacks. (15 August 1980) And, of course, a hotel could claim that it was full when an African American inquired about a room.
In 1943 the New York City government approved a housing project, Stuyvesant Town-Peter Cooper Village, on lower First Avenue, to be constructed by the Metropolitan Life Insurance Company, whose board chairman stated: "Negroes and whites don't mix. Perhaps they will in a hundred years but they don't now. If we brought them into this devel-
